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This year, PACE celebrates 30 years of serving the needs of individuals
and their families whose lives are affected by autism. In 1989, the agency
was founded by group of parents who recognized that traditional
education systems lacked appropriate care and infrastructure for their
children with special needs. They came together as a community to build
PACE with the mission to provide high quality programs for individuals
with autism and developmental disabilities. Their work grew to serve
hundreds of families throughout the Bay Area. Today, we continue the
founders' mission with a renewed focus on fortifying the educational
training and direct support of our local community. As we look forward to
the next 30 years, we seek to build out a network of neighborhood
centers enabling PACE to become even more engaged and responsive to
the hands-on needs of the communities we serve.

Thirty years ago, our founding parents came together to develop an
innovative solution to meet the needs of their children with autism. With
your support, in the years ahead, we will continue to strengthen our
supportive community and focus on our mission to enhance the lives of
people impacted by autism through innovation, exceptional education,
and compassionate care.
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Founded in 1989, Pacific Autism Center for Education
provides high-quality programs for children and adults
with moderate-to-severe autism. PACE's vision is a world
in which people of all abilities live fulfilled lives. Our
comprehensive services include the PACE School serving
students ages 6-22, Sunny Days Preschool, an inclusive
early intervention program, PACE Residential Group
Homes, Faces Behavioral Services, and Porchlight Autism
Education Series, our free online eLearning resource.
 
At PACE, we strive to connect, support, and educate
individuals with autism. PACE teaches social and
communication skills in order for our clients to
experience the satisfaction and fulfillment that
accompany learning, self-expression, self-care,
productive work, and community experiences. The heart
of the PACE model is for everyone to have the ability to
Communicate, Regulate, and Relate.

A b o u t  u s
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REVENUE $10.9M

52%
29%

14%
5%
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Residential

Development

Children's Services

EXPENSE $10.2M

49%

32%

6%
6% 7%

PACE School

Residential

Development

Children's ServicesGeneral & Administration



This year, PACE celebrates 30 years of service to individuals with autism and their families. PACE's
team of teachers, instructional aides, direct support professionals, and therapists work tirelessly
and compassionately. They have profoundly impacted the lives of hundreds of children and adults
with moderate-to-severe autism. One staff member, in particular, Kaberi, has been a role model for
compassion and advocacy for students at PACE. Kaberi has been with the agency for almost 11
years and is now one of the PACE School's Mentor Teachers. Her unwavering commitment, energy,
and love for her students is an inspiration to us all.
 
Kaberi says, "Every student who I have taught at PACE has a very special place in my life. I still recall
a particular student who I nicknamed, 'Ms. Sunshine,' because of her beautiful smile that would light
up her face as soon as she saw me. When she started at PACE, she relied on a wheelchair, had
vision impairment, and was prone to frequent seizures that affected her physical and cognitive
skills. It became my goal to work with her therapists and support team to improve her strength,
balance, and mobility. I wanted her to be able to walk independently to receive her diploma at her
future graduation ceremony.
 
I grew immensely as her teacher. I learned about gait belts that help with mobility. I learned how to
make instructional materials conducive to her learning by collaborating with her vision teacher. I
learned to make Social Stories using an app on her iPad to provide better structure and guidance. I
learned how to differentiate instructional materials so that she could comprehend them with better
ease. I learned how to help her navigate her environment (both in her wheelchair and while walking)
so that she could be more aware of her surroundings when her vision made it difficult to do so. I
will always remember her indomitable courage and tenacity. After several years of work, she began
to take daily walks around the PACE School, greeting everyone. She went on more field trips. When
Graduation Day came, she was able to walk to the front of the room and receive her diploma in
front of her family, friends and staff. It was my greatest joy to see her graduate and to see how far
she had come. She overcame many obstacles and made incredible progress at PACE. Our students
are beautiful and unique, and I'm proud of each and every one of them."
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C e l e b r a t i n g  3 0  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e



The PACE School is a non-public school, certified
by the California Department of Education and
accredited by the Western Association of Schools
and Colleges. PACE School serves students ages 6-
22 who live with moderate to severe autism, with a
specific emphasis on non-verbal students and
those with especially challenging behaviors and
communication disorders.

At the heart of the PACE educational model is our
vision for every student to develop the ability to
self-regulate, to relate, and to communicate. Our
module, teaches age-appropriate skills and bases
instruction on the systematic evaluation of
students' progress. This teaching philosophy is
focused on long-term, post-secondary success of
each student.
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2018-2019

The PACE School
served

55 students from
23 school
districts



Serving San Jose since 2005, Sunny Days
Preschool is a certified Non Public School (NPS)
and a California licensed Child Care Center (CCL).
Sunny Days offers a half day morning preschool
program for children ages 2.5 to 6 years old.
Sunny Days supports children on the autism
spectrum and those needing a little extra
support in a responsive, developmentally
appropriate program.

Total Enrolled in 2018-2019: 15

"My son attends the Sunny

Days Preschool program- an

inclusive program that

serves kids 3-6 years old on

or off the [autism spectrum].

The staff is wonderful

...perfect for those with

some extra needs."

- Parent
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PACE owns and operates two children’s homes and
four adult group homes licensed to serve residents
from 6 to 59 years of age. PACE offers services and
activities that give these individuals opportunities to
live productive lives within the community. Programs
include personal management, community
participation, and recreation/leisure activities.

Our homelike, family environment provides a
comfortable setting for our residents, enabling them
to develop daily living skills and to lead more
independent and productive lives built on the
foundation of personal choice and independent
decision-making.

2018-2019 Residents Served: 36

Thank you to the Cupertino
Rotary, Rebuilding

Together Silicon Valley, and
Our City Forest!

In March 2019, over 70
volunteers came together to
help with home repairs and
landscaping at two PACE

group homes.
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Faces, a behavioral therapy program founded in
1995, was established to help children with autism
ages 18 months to 14 years reach their full potential
utilizing Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). 

Behavior therapy services include 1:1 intensive early
intervention, elementary aged intervention, school
and caregiver coaching, and social development.
Therapy can take place in the home, in the
community, or the Faces clinic located on the Sunny
Days Preschool campus.

Total Clients Served in 2018-2019: 33

Our BCBA's provided 117 hours of Caregiver Coaching

"Faces is amazing, not only
has our daughter thrived

since she started the
program, she lights up

whenever she sees the staff.
We are so thankful for all the
love and support Faces has
given to us. The success and

amount of progress our
daughter has made since
starting the program is a

dream come true."

- Parent
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Our Behavior Therapists received 814.25 hours of supervision



The Porchlight Autism Education Series is a free
eLearning program with over 50 modules designed to
offer behavioral solutions to common daily challenges.
Porchlight continues to be a strategic focus for Pacific
Autism Center for Education to serve a global audience.
Porchlight developments are funded with private
contributions that support our global outreach.

In 2020, we are excited to launch our expansion of
Porchlight Education: Porchlight University. This will
be a resource to teachers and para-educators who
work primarily with typically developing students on
how to better facilitate learning for students on the
autism spectrum who are integrated into their
classroom.
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Learn more at www.porchlighteducation.org

Porchlight University is partially funded
thanks to the generosity of:



2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  E v e n t s

I n s p i r i n g   v o l u n t e e r i s m  a n d  f u n d  r a i s i n g  f o r  P A C E
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Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors who made our 2018-
2019 events successful. Your support is appreciated beyond
measure! Your contributions keep programs alive for our students,
residents, clients, and our online community.

9.28.18        
 
4.6.19            
 
4.28.19         
 
5.28.19          
 
 

10th Annual PACE Golf Classic
           
5th Annual Voices for Autism Benefit Concert
 
PACE Donor Social
     
Bay Area Real Estate Roundtable
 

Support PACE! Contact our Development team to learn more about
volunteer or sponsorship opportunities for future events at (408) 625-6174.
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For a full list of all corporate supporters, grantors, and matching gift corporations, please visit our website www.pacificautism.org.
Our best effort was made to include all corporate donors $500+. We apologize if inadvertently donors were omitted.



2018-2019 PACE Annual Report  •  17

In October 2019, PACE was awarded a $50,000 Community
Assist Grant from the Sharks Foundation and Kaiser
Permanente. The grant provided 12 adaptive bicycles, new
bike garage, revitalized bike track and landscaping.
Volunteers from the two organizations came together to
repaint an existing bike track, install new landscaping, and
work on other revitalization projects at the location. The
garage and equipment will provide a safe and active space
for the school’s 50+ students year round.

A huge thank you to:

The Sharks Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
Chuck's Home Repairs
Fit and Fun Playscapes
Nelson Painting
Rifton Bikes
Sherwin Williams
T.W. Painting



O u r  S u p p o r t e r s  -  T h a n k  y o u !
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Pat & Penny Barrett
Janice Berthold
Rocky Fried
John & Marcia Goldman
Tom Hayes
Mark Heising & Liz Simons
John Moe
Matt & Ellen Moran
Scott Smithers
SPARC Foundation
Chuck Seufferlein
Jeff Weber

$10,000 - $19,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$1,000 - $4,999

Mark Bodie
Steve Delamore
David Denton
Sheila Dermer
Bob Gray
Rob Hielscher
Greig Lagomarsino
Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Todd Oliver
Stephanie Ramirez
Kelly Schwarzhoff & Amanda Ferris
Steven Van Dusen

James Abbee
Jeffrey Andrews
Damon Austin
Chris Banke
Kurt Baughman
Mike Benevento
Jon Bergschneider
Scott Bohn
Drew Bolger
John Boneso
Robert & Janet Brabson
Bruce Burkard
Will Connnors
Cupertino Rotary Foundation
Jeff Dabak
Terry Daly
Ted Davies

Joe & Cheryl Dermer
David Dowdney
Erik Doyle
Stephen Emond & Deborah Faryniarz
Jason Flynn
Eric Fox
Chris Freise
Jason Freise
Steven Golubchik
Lisa Grisalin
Matt Haden
Erik Hallgrimson
Mark Hansen
Drew Haydel
Jeff Hoppen
Charles Horejs
Bruce Isackson
Michael Jameson
Nate Jones
Yih Jung
Wayne & Karen Kennan
Darin Klein
Kevin Kranzusch
Quynh Le

Jessica Levin
Matt Lituchy
Dennie Lorette & Patti Wilson
Jon Mackey
Mark Maguire
Mark & Heidi Maslen-Klein
Jerry & Jan Matranga
Dan McCormick
Mark Mengelberg
Tyler Meyerdirk
Todd Miller
Ray & Suzanne Mocherman
Joe Moriarty
Kottayam Murugan
Chitresh Narashimhaiah &
Shantala Chandra
Edmund Najera
Preston O'Connell
Kurt & Carmen Ohlfs
James Olson
Haden Ongaro
Keith Padien
Don Peterson
Dan Poritzsky
 
 



O u r  S u p p o r t e r s
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Christian Prelle
Scott Prosser
Dave & Abigail Setti
Andrew Shaw
Denis Sullivan
Jean Suyenaga
Janet Tallet
Tom Taranto
Gary Teague
Jack Troedson
Dolf & Marion van der Heide
David Wilbur
Ben Yu

$500 - $999

$100 - $499

Jeffrey Adams
Scott Altick
Ryan Anderson
Karl Baldauf
Marvin Bamburg
Cartter Berg
Bill Berridge
Bill Bond
Juan Bonuel

John Boynton
Ben Bullock
Dustin Calkins
Bill Cavanagh
Jim Caviglia
Robert Clark
Rob Cohen
Charles Cohl & Janet Goldstein
George Condon
Alain & Stephanie de Raynal
Michael Dorris
Dave Fiore
Rick Friday
Kathlyn Fujikawa
Zack Georgeson
Michael & Myra Gilfix
Paul Grafft
Peter Grassi
Gabriel & Maria Grosskopf
Erik Hanson
Russell Ingrum
Lilly Kazeminia
Joe Kelly
Paul Klink

Ben Kochalski
Eron Kosmowski
Rick LaFranchi
Jason Lowenthal
Richard & Dianne McDonnell
John McKenna
Charles & Jenny Milo
Paul Monaco
Ryan Payne
Mike Pelletier
Brandon Racine
Scott Raley
Brian Raphel
Dan Renz
Jon Roheim
AJ Schrader
Luke Seufferlein
Seth Siegel
JT Sizemore
Justin Smutko
Praveen Srinivasan
Drew Stepanek
Tom Stover
Cole Strombom

Matt Tanzi
Josh Troxel
Toss Vallentine
Maarten van der Heide
Andrew Verhalen & Janet Brownstone
Daniel Wagman
Peter Winterling
John Winther
Andy Zighelboim

Matt Abrahams
Brian Best
Jennifer Borges
Shirley Brewer
Jack & Nancy Brown
Steve Cance
Dinesh Chandra & Kalpana Krishna
Katherine Chok
Bruce Cotter
Dawson Crawford
Tom Crotty
Aaron Cummings
Jack Dexter



O u r  S u p p o r t e r s
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Dan D'Orazi
Cheryl Downing
Sean Doyle
William Elling
Olivia Encarnacion
Martin Eng
Jeff Fallick
Mary Flanagan-Hanson
Bill Forni
Steven Gomez
Dick Grote
Barbara Guglielmi
Kaaren Hack
Gail Hashimoto
Kent Hillhouse
Karyn Howl
Marie Johnson
Marvin Jones
Todd Jones
Janet Kothenbeutel
Mawuko Nyuiadzi
Paul Lacy
Leo Magazu
Mark Mayo
Gary McCurdy

Gisela Morton
Sarah Mudgett
Brenda Murphy
Luke Kevin O'Brien
Scott Osborne
Par Pandit
Kimberley Peterson
Alan Raineri
Neil Reichline & Marilyn Fils
Rebecca Reyes
Becky Risser
Olga Rivkin
Sahil Sakhuja
Patrick & Kathleen Schneider
Samuel & Aida Scott
Sumanth Somashekar
Jianni Song
Terri Stringari
Denis Sullivan
Susan Niermann
Sylvia Wilgenburg

Thank you to all of our individual donors for Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019.
For a full list of individual supporters, please visit our website www.pacificautism.org.
Our best effort was made to include all donors $100+. Auction and ticket purchases
are not included in this list. We apologize if inadvertently donors were omitted.

"I am an eleven-year-old with high functioning autism. Recently my

parents encouraged me to donate money to a few charities of my

choice. It was a little bit difficult to choose because there are so many

charities that I could give to that have so many great causes. The

reason I gave to PACE is because their goal is to help all

autistic people of all age’s lead better lives. I have been very

lucky; from a very young age I’ve got lots of help. But lots of autistic

people aren’t nearly as lucky as me and therefore don’t get the help.

That’s why I gave money to PACE, so that way they could reach out to

more autistic people and give them a brighter future."

 

- 11 Year Old Donor
 
 






