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During the 2024-2025 fiscal year, PACE celebrated 35
years of service. The anniversary was not just a
milestone in our history; it was a testament to the
collective effort, dedication, and unwavering
commitment of everyone who has been a part of the
PACE community. PACE positioned itself to become
one of the leading agencies in the Bay Area and the
only autism agency to provide two dedicated school
campuses to serve the needs of elementary and high
school/postsecondary students. 

PACE enrollment continues to grow, as we added more
students to our San Aleso Campus and opened our first
dedicated Kindergarten classroom. In August 2024,
Sunny Days Preschool opened its second classroom to
serve younger children, ages 2.5 to 4 years old. 

PACE also collaborated with The ARC, Alaska Airlines,
and the San Jose Airport to hold its first Wings for All
event. A truly wonderful opportunity for our families to
experience what it is like to travel by air for the first
time.
 
None of this would have been possible without the
passion and commitment of our incredible staff, the
generosity of our donors, and the trust and partnership
of our families. As we look ahead, we remain
dedicated to strengthening our programs, advocating
for our students, and fostering a community where
every individual has the opportunity to thrive.

Thank you for being a part of our journey. Your support
ensures that PACE continues to be a place of growth,
opportunity, and hope.

With gratitude, 

PACE Leadership

Karen Kennan,
Assistant Executive
Director

PACE Board of Directors
Marina Djordjevic, President
Nancy Brown, Vice President
Ani Varro, Treasurer
Kurt Ohlfs, Secretary
Joe Dermer
Lisa Kalmanash
Mark Gilfix
Dave Setti

Karyn Caradonna,
Director of Human
Resources

Sarah Zetlmeisl,
Marketing and
Development
Manager

Carolyn
Lindstrom,
Education
Coordinator
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About Us
In 1989, a group of parents, community members, and
educators formed the Pacific Autism Center for
Education to meet the critical need for high-quality
programs for children and adults with autism. Over 35
years later, PACE continues to be at the forefront of
autism services and staff training in the Bay Area.

Our comprehensive services include the PACE School
serving ages 6-22, Sunny Days Preschool, an inclusive
early intervention preschool for ages 2.5-6, PACE
Residential group homes, Faces Behavioral Services,
and Porchlight Autism Education Series, our free online
eLearning resource, and Porchlight University, our
eLearning program for teachers and paraeducators.

PACE is a private 501c3 non-profit organization. Our
Tax EIN is 77-0259858. To learn more about our
programs, visit us at www.pacificautism.org.

A world where
people of all

abilities live fulfilled
lives.

OUR VISION

TEACHERS, THERAPISTS,
RESIDENTIAL AND
SUPPORT AIDES

9 ADMINISTRATIVE
STAFF

50+ VOLUNTEERS

70 STUDENTS ENROLLED 
IN THE PACE SCHOOL

31 ENROLLED IN CHILDREN'S
PROGRAMS

25 CLIENTS IN OUR GROUP
HOMES

Our Community (June 2024 - July 2025)

144 A world where people of all

abilities live fulfilled lives.

Our Vision

To enhance the lives of people impacted by autism, through

innovation, exceptional education, and compassionate care.

Our Mission
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Investment
8%

Faces
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Fundraising
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PACE School
52%

Residential
23%

Faces
10%

G & A
10%

Fundraising
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Financial Summary
FY 2024-2025 Revenue and Expense

Agency Highlights July 2024 - June 2025

FY 24-25 Revenue $15.5M FY 24-25 Expense $14.1M

PACE is supported by the California Department of Education and the Department of
Developmental Services. Additional grants and donations from community-based
organizations, businesses, and individuals make it possible for PACE to provide exceptional
care for clients in our school, children’s services, and residential homes.

The 2025 Bay Area Real Estate Round Table was
held in May at the Half Moon Bay Ritz Carlton.
The annual event brought over 250 attendees from
the Bay Area and across the U.S. to support PACE
and bring awareness of autism to the real estate
world. Thanks to sponsors and donors, the event
raised over $665,000 for PACE.

Thanks to our donors, families, PACE staff,
volunteers, and community partners, our 2025 April
Autism Acceptance Month fundraising events were a
success. To start the month, PACE held its second
PACE Art and Community Exhibition, where every
student worked to create art for sale to benefit the
community. PACE also partnered with the San Jose
Sharks for their annual Autism Acceptance Night,
which featured a special sensory room for families,
and the PACE Youth Leadership Committee held an
online fundraising campaign throughout the month. In
total, we raised over $15,000 for the PACE Annual
Fund.

In December 2024, PACE celebrated 35 years of
supporting our community. This milestone is a
reflection of the incredible growth we’ve achieved
together and the many lives impacted along the way.
We are grateful to our staff, families, partners, and
supporters who have been part of this journey and
we look forward to continuing our mission for many
years to come.

The Sunny Days campus opened a second
classroom dedicated to our youngest learners,
ages 2.5 to 30 months. Our older preschool
students continue their learning with extended
hours, allowing for an increased focus on Pre-K
readiness.

The 16th Annual PACE Golf Classic returned at
Cinnabar Hills Golf Club on September 27, 2024.
With 112 golfers, the event raised over $139,000
for the agency, and included one of the most
successful live auctions in the event’s history. With
proceeds from the fund-a-need portion of the event,
we were able to purchse a new van for the PACE
residential program. 
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2021-2022 Revenue and Expenses

The PACE School: Wishbook Grant Enhances
Vocational Program

In the fall of 2024, PACE was a recipient of the 2024 San
Jose Mercury News Wish Book Grant. Of the $20,000
awarded, $10,000 was dedicated to expanding PACE’s
Vocational Program, helping provide students with many
real-world learning opportunities.

PACE’s Vocational Program offers hands-on experiences
that build workplace readiness and independence. With
the support of the Wish Book funding, students have taken
on new on-campus jobs where they practice essential skills
such as clocking in and out, following dress codes, and
managing responsibilities. Students now wear uniforms for
roles at Cicero’s Pizza and volunteer vests for community
service, reinforcing professional presentation and
accountability. They also manage laundering and caring
for their work clothing, building independence and
confidence.

Our vocational skills room has been upgraded to better
reflect real work environments, including restaurant, retail,
and mailroom settings, while also supporting life skills such
as meal preparation and laundry. A new induction
stovetop has enhanced our cooking curriculum, making
lessons safer and more interactive.
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The Wish Book grant has also supported the purchase of job-specific
tools and materials for tasks such as bike maintenance, van cleaning,
and restocking supplies. Additionally, students are gaining customer
service and technical skills through the expansion of our School
Store, which will soon include a cash register, barcode system, and
expanded inventory.

Beyond campus, new partnerships, such as with Grassroots Ecology,
are creating opportunities for students to volunteer in community
gardens and gain hands-on experience. Looking ahead, PACE plans
to introduce monthly job site tours and mini-internships to further
prepare students for future employment.

With the Wish Book Grant, PACE has been able to strengthen our
vocational program, empowering students to build skills, confidence,
and a sense of purpose as they prepare for life beyond the
classroom.

“Thanks to the support of our grant, we’ve been able to turn vision into action; creating an
inclusive vocational program where students are not only learning job skills but also building a
foundation for independence, purpose, and pride in their work.“ Jocelyn Malkenhorst,

School Resource Coordinator



Wings for All

Sophia Ryals joined PACE nearly three years ago and serves as one of our School
Administrative Assistants. Born and raised in the East Bay, she earned her Bachelor of
Science in Public Health Management and Policy from Oregon State University. In her
role at PACE, Sophia supports the daily operations of the school and serves as a key
liaison between PACE and local school districts. She coordinates IEP meetings, district
visits, and transportation, ensuring communication remains clear and organized for
students, families, and staff.

In addition to her district coordination responsibilities, Sophia provides day-to-day
support to classrooms, assists with school lunch, helps organize student activities such
as field trips, and the Kiwanis Games, and creates the annual yearbook. She also
supports all-staff meetings through planning and preparation. On the administrative
side, she manages purchasing, organizes therapy billing sheets, updates attendance
and student records, and assists with facilities coordination. Her attention to detail and
responsiveness help ensure both campuses operate smoothly and efficiently.

Sophia’s favorite part of working at PACE is the students. She loves seeing their smiles,
watching them build friendships, and witnessing their growth throughout the year. She
also finds it especially meaningful to connect with families and hear about the positive
impact PACE has made on their lives. Sophia’s dedication, organization, and heart for
the PACE community contribute to creating a supportive environment where students,
families, and staff feel valued and connected.

School Administrative Assistant, Sophia Ryals 

Staff Spotlight: Sophia Ryals

Photos from the Wings for All event 

In March 2025, PACE partnered with The Arc, Alaska Airlines, San Jose Airport, and TSA for the first time to give more than 40
families of children with special needs the chance to experience air travel without ever leaving the ground. Individuals from all of our
programs were welcome to take part in the day. 

Families practiced each step of a real travel day, from check-in and TSA screening to boarding the plane, with support from airline
staff. Participants ranged from preschoolers to young adults, all gaining hands-on experience in a sensory-friendly environment. A
short taxi ride on the tarmac helped build confidence and familiarity with flying.

Air travel can be overwhelming for individuals with autism and other intellectual and developmental disabilities, and The Arc’s Wings
for All® program helps bridge that gap by offering airport rehearsals that empower families and airline staff alike.

This event was made possible through months of thoughtful planning and the dedication of our staff, volunteers, and partners.
Together, they are helping create a more inclusive community where every family can travel with confidence.
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Our Supporters
Thank you to our donors for Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025. For a full list of supporters, please visit our website at www.pacificautism.org.
Our best effort was made to include all individual donors, corporate donors, and community partners. We apologize if donors were inadvertently
omitted.
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Corporate and Community Partners
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CHARITIES AID FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
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NEWMARK & COMPANY REAL ESTATE INC.
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PACIFIC RIDGE BUILDERS
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PHASE 3
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TEXAS INSTRUMENT FOUNDATION
THE ARC OF THE UNITED STATES
THE CARLYLE GROUP
TIDEWATER CAPITAL
TMG PARTNERS
TRAMMELL CROW COMPANY
TRUEBECK CONSTRUCTION
TURNER & TOWNSEND
VANGUARD CHARITABLE
VONKAENEL REAL ESTATE GROUP
W.L. BUTLER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
WALTON STREET CAPITAL
WARE MALCOMB
WASHINGTON HOLDINGS
WEALTHSTONE ASSET MANAGEMENT
WP INVESTMENTS

PACE Admin Offices
PACE Pruneridge Campus
1880 Pruneridge Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95050
408.245.3400
General inquiries: info@pacificautism.org
School inquiries: paceschool@pacificautism.org

PACE San Aleso Campus
824 San Aleso Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94085
408.625.6199

Sunny Days Preschool
897 Broadleaf Ln, San Jose, CA 95128
408.625.6198
preschool@pacificautism.org

Faces ABA Behavioral Clinic
897 Broadleaf Ln, San Jose, CA 95128
408.785.0102
Intake: intake@facesforkids.org


