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As you may 
know, there 

is an overwhelming 
need to provide services 

to the Bay Area autism community, and, 
for highly trained people to work with this 
population.  Specifi cally, the salaries for 
special education teachers don’t tend to 
track with our area’s high cost of living. As 
we grow as an organization, PACE must 
ensure that, 1) we continue to provide new 
and innovative services, and 2) teachers 
working with our students have the creden-
tials required, the ability to aff ord the cost 
of their education, and the ability to live in 
this very expensive environment.  To that 
end, there are two over-arching objectives 
that we face and hope to achieve in the 
coming years.

Our fi rst objective is to off er expanded ser-
vices to meet growing needs in the autism 

community. PACE is developing a new pro-
gram we’re tentatively calling “Parent Con-
nect” which will incorporate a collection of 
independent programs aimed at providing 
a sustainable system for supporting private 
case management for individuals with de-
velopmental disabilities in the Bay Area.   

The second objective is the task of recruit-
ing those interested in becoming special 
education teachers.  We are in the process 
of opening up a teacher loan forgiveness 
grant, setting aside $5,000 - $10,000 per 
eligible teacher, in order to pursue special 
education credentials.  This program would 
be open to employees who have already 
obtained a Bachelor’s degree.  Our dual 
goal is to assist those individuals who are 
passionate about working with our student 
population and to ensure our students have 
qualifi ed teachers. The PACE School is the 
very best place for moderate to severe au-

tism special education teachers.  It provides 
them the ability to learn hands on how 
that population can grow into functioning 
members of our community.  And PACE 
off ers the highest therapeutic services staff  
per student ratio of any public or private 
school in the Bay Area, enabling our teach-
ers more individualized interaction with 
their students.  

We think these two programs will help to 
alleviate some of the burden to the autism 
community by off ering practical case man-
agement to families, and long-term career 
opportunities for professionals serving 
those with special needs.

Sincerely,

Kurt Ohlfs, PACE Executive Director
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Executive  Message

Financial Summary Fiscal Year 2014-2015

  The Porchlight Autism Education Series continued its growth 
in 2015 and provided 26 free-access, online learning modules 
for parents and caregivers.  The program also held 3, hour-long 
webinars that delved deeper into the subject matter, off ering 
much-needed Q&A for parents and caregivers.

  Staff  training increased at the residential homes and were 
focused on expanding Behavioral Services.

  The PACE School received a grant from the eASIC Corp. that 
enabled us to install a play structure designed by our Occupa-
tional Therapists to improve student mobility.

  The Sunny Days Preschool received a beautiful and colorful 
outdoor mural thanks to the Cupertino Rotary in 2015. 

  PACE received a multi-year grant from the Sobrato Family 
Foundation, and many large donations including proceeds 
from the Color  Me Rad 5k Race, the Chinmaya Mission’s Om 
Run, the SPARK Foundation and many others.

  The Parent Collaborative Home (PCH) program opened its fi rst 
home in 2014.  PCH is a model that off ers families more control 
over home services for their child with special needs.

  The Faces program provided behavioral support for more than 
35 families throughout the Peninsula.

  The Youth Leadership Committee (YLC) raised funds for 
programs and services, and held anti-bullying workshops with 
focus on the developmentally disabled population.

PACE Impact July 2014-June 2015
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PACE is supported by the California Dept. of Education and the Dept. of Developmental Services.  In Fiscal Year 2014-2015, a full 14% of our revenue 
came from fund raising.  Thank you Annual Fund donors, grantors, restricted fund donors, and corporate donors for supporting PACE in FY14-15!

PACE Donors

Pacesetters $20,000+: Patrick and Penny Barrett /  DTZ / eASIC /  Tom Hayes /  Sobrato Family Foundation /  United Way Silicon Valley

Connectors $10,000 - $19,999: Chinmaya Mission / Jim Cliff ord / Cornish & Carey Commercial NKF / Sheila Dermer / Mike and Trucie DeWit / Eastdil Secured / John and Laura Fisher / John and Marcia 

Goldman / JLL / Kilroy Realty Corporation / Legacy Risk & Insurance Services, LLC / Matt Moran / Morrison and Foerster Foundation / Newmark Cornish & Carey / Novo Constuction / Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliff e LLP / San 

Jose Mercury News / Chuck Seuff erlein / Scott Smithers / SPARK Foundation / SteelWave /  TurnKey Mortgage Solutions / W.L. Butler Construction, Inc. / Jeff  Weber / Wells Fargo Foundation

Innovators $5,000-$9,999:   Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc. / Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP /AmWINS Insurance Brokerage of California / Avison Young / Bank of America Merrill 

Lynch / Barry Swenson Builder / BioMed Realty Trust, Inc.  / CBRE / Colliers  International / Color Me Rad / Cushman & Wakefi eld / David Denton / Digital Realty Trust / Divco West Properties / George Eckard / Embarcadero 

Capital Partners / Equity Offi  ce Properties Trust (EOP) / E-Scrip / First American Title Company / FJM Investments / Four Corners Properties / GIC Real Estate, Inc. / Greenberg Traurig / Harvest Properties / HCP Life Science 

Estates /  Mark Heising and Liz Simons / HFF / Cory Higgins / Hillrose Dairy LLC / Hines / House Properties / Intero Foundation / Jay Paul Company / Jewish Community Endowment Fund /  JMA Ventures LLC / Greig Lago-

marsino / Lane Partners / Medley Partners / Mill Creek Residential / John Moe / Orchard Partners, LLC / Mark Penrod / Ken Perry / ProLogis / Ricardo and Stephanie Ramirez / Rich Saso /  Mike Schonenberg / Rob Shannon / 

Shorenstein Company LLC /  South Bay Construction /  Starwood /  Stockbridge Capital Partners /  Swift Realty Partners, LLC /  TA Realty /  Terra Search Partners /  The Sobrato Organization /  The Swig Company /  True North 

Management Group /  Stephen Van Dusen /  Walton Street Capital /  Hal Watson /  Westbrook Partners 

Sustainers $1000 - $4999:  John Aiassa / Altafl ex / American Endowment Foundation / Jeff rey Andrews / Aquatic AV / Jim Arce / Jeff  Badstubner / Jon Bergschneider / Berliner Cohen / Bill Berridge  / 

Stuart Blomgren / Mark Bodie / Scott Bohn / Robert and Janet Brabson / Joel and Amberlee Butler / JB Cahoon / Shantala Chandra and Chitresh Narasimhaiah / Dinesh Chandra and Kalpana Krishna / Greg Cioth / William 

Connors / Stephanie and Alain de Raynal / Dan Dermer & Ed Pratt / Dermer Law Firm /  Bill & Linda Desler / Digital Benefi t Advisors / Donate For Charity, Inc / Michael Donovan / Stephen Emond & Deborah Faryniarz / 

Focus Business Bank / Joseph Galgano and Gail Hashimoto / John Gardner / Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School / Jonathan Glaser / Michael Goldstein / Drew Gordon / Chris Graham / Matt Griffi  n / Lisa & Andre Grisalin / 

Erik Hallgrimson / Gregory and Sally Hartman / Brian Hecktman / Rob Hielscher / Sam Hooker  / Charles Horejs / IBM Employee Services Center / Michael Jameson / Kyle Jeff ers / Todd and Donna Jones / Randy Keller / Darin 

Klein / Dan Letter / Matt Lituchy / Harry and Jennifer Marie Lopez / J.D. Lumpkin / Jon Mackey / Mark Maguire / Manufab  / Thomas and Teresa Marchok  / Marriott International / Dennis Martin / Jerry and Jan Matranga / 

Dan McCormick / Tom and Sheila McGovern / Mark Mengelberg / Todd Miller / Charles and Jenny Milo / Ray and Suzanne Mocherman / Mike Moran / Kurt and Carmen Ohlfs / Neeraj Pakala / Gary Palmer / Brooks Pedder / 

Mark Pirie / Wesley Powell / Pro-Sweep Inc. / Ranger Construction / Rick Reeder / Gerry Rohm / Rob Rubano / Kurt Scheidt / Dave and Abby Setti / Carl Shannon / Mike and Kelly Sibilia / Zach Siegel / Silver Lake Technology 

Mangement, LLC / Sports Basement / Matthew Squires / Sean Sullivan / Jean Suyenaga / Teamwrkx Construction / The Sage Colleges / Truist / UPS / Linda Urquhart / Adolf and Marion van der Heide / Quincy and Lynn 

Virgilio / John Watson / Doug Watson / Weidner Family Foundation

Visionaries $500- $999:  Tony Beatty / Mike Biggar / Bruce Carlson / Tom and Michelle Castro / Whiff  Collins / Joseph and Cheryl Dermer / Douglas Donofrio / Steve Dostart / Dave Dowdney / Stoney and 

Ann Feeney  / Drew and Brendy Frampton / Clarke Funkhouser / Lee Gotshall-Maxon / Sharon Groenendyk / Dick and Barbara Grote / Mark Hansen / HG Capital / Tim and Claire Hough / Steve Kapp / Joe Kelly / Rick Knauf / 

Kevin Kranzusch / Paul Lacy / Jessica Levin / Donald and Barbara Marselle / Richard and Dianne McDonnell /  Richard Medefesser / Melaleuca / Donald Moses / Northwest Y. Service Club / Bart O’Connor / Tony Odom / Marc 

Perrin / David Piazza / Randy and Becky Risser / Victor and Olga Rivkin / Patrick and Kathleen Schneider / Michael Shin / Seth Siegel / Jed Stirnkorb / Gary Teague / Andrew Verhalen and Janet Brownstone  / Verizon Founda-

tion  / Mark Walker / Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign / Dave Wilbur / Peter Winterling / Youth Leadership Committee / Andy Zighelboim

 

Believers $100-$499:  Matt Abrahams / Mark Alessio / Allstate Giving Campaign / Almaden Pediatrics  / Amazon Smile / Mike Aning / Jim and Linda Ballard / Adele Behn / Jenn Borges / Jill Brabson / Peggy 

Brabson / Eric and Yuki Brenner / Louis and Nancy Brenner / Jack and Nancy Brown / Michael Brown / Heather Buddie / Steve and Katherine Cance / Center for Spiritual Living / Shanli Chen / Comerica Bank - Western 

Division / Congregation Beth Jacob & Irving Levin Jewish Center / Bruce Cotter / Cougar Athletic Club /  Denise Crocker / Tom and Mary Crotty / Jeff  and Veronica Dabak / Carmel de la Pena / Edgar and Linda De Meo / Dayna 

Deaton / Jim DeLauder / Jack Dexter / Diamond Quality Printing / Noack Family / John Feeney / Jan Finch / Keith Fink / David & Beverly Finn / First Clearing, LLC. / Annie Flaig / Mary Flanagan-Hanson / Teri Gallus / Garden 

Fresh Restaurant Corp. / Steven Gomez / David & Lisa Gonzalez / Deborah Gould / Paul Graff t / Greig Family Fund / Mike and Kaaren Hack / Dan Hansen / Gerda Hanson / Dee Ann Harn / Joss Geiduschek and Amy Harris / 

Karen Heggie / Caitlyn Heising / Brian Marcus and Maria Hermanussen / Shannon Hickok / Patricia Hildebrand / Matt and Bridget Holian / Neil and Dina Jacobson / Paul Jensen / Matthew Johnson / Mike Jones / Yih and Mei 

Lin Jung / Wayne & Karen Kennan / Andrew and Lydia Keuser / Vivian and Allison Kiang / Matt Kircher / Mark and Heidi Klein / Morris and Betty Kori / Kris and Tami Kroening / Annette Kulesza / Hansaa and Gopal Kumarap-

pan / Robert Kunzman / Ekaputra & Clara Laiman / Kristina Le / Steven & Lydia Lee / Sharon Levin / Robert Lewis / Judith Lit / Patrice Long / Patrick Lough / Harold Lucht / Edson Maduwura / Leo & Kathleen Magazu / 

Robert & Deborah Marinconz / Donald and Barbara Marselle / Deborah McClellan / Gary McCurdy / Andrew and Carol Mellows / Joe Moriarty / Curt & Mary Jane Mottesheard / Kottayam & Sita Murugan / Margo Musgnug/ 

Network for Good / Dennis Niemeyer / Gregg Nurnberg & Denae Moore / Nvidia / David Oakes & Sheila Botein / Ron & Elaine Ohlfs / Rachel Palmer / Rajul and Parimal Pandit / Don Parkin and Connie Dias / Ragini Parmar/ 

Paypal / Gail Pederson / Gina Perkins / PG&E Corporation Foundation / Perry Pinto / Joseph Pirzynski / Michael Poplack / Joe Power / Ricardo Ramirez and Maria Socorro Romero / Art and Mary Robyn / Joan Rodrigues / Ro-

man Catholic Bishop of San Jose / Jim and Betty Root / Robert Ruiz and Maria Soledad / Sabre Holdings Giving Together Campaign / Sacred Heart School / Santa Clara University / Thomas and Lisa Sarsfi eld / Doug Schenk/ 

Peter Schivo / Marvin and Loree Schlichting / David and Rise Schwartz / Pete and Elizabeth Schwartz / Samuel Thomas and Aida Scott / Adam Segal / Don Shaver / Nick Slonek / Lucy Smith / William and Linda Snider / 

Saroja Srinivasan / Sumanth Somashekar / St. Lucy’s Booster Club / Robert and Brenda Stribling / Matt and Delyna Tanzi / Texas Instrument Foundation / The Little Gym of Stevens Creek / Christopher and Elizabeth Thomas / 

Michael and Andrea Trudeau / Tony and Carolyn Tucher / Thomas and Christina Umhofer /  United American Bank / United Way California Capital Region / United Way Metropolitan Chicago /  Unum / Todd Urban / Sander van 

der Heide / Eugene and Shirley Vander Wall / Ani Varro / John Violet / Mia Vu / Jeff  and Gwyn Wachtel / Arie and Sylvia Wilgenburg / Brad Zampa

Dreamers $1-$99:  AT&T United Way, Employee Giving Campaign  / Arleen Ballin / Cynthia Bitner / Brinker International / Roger and Margot Brockmeyer / Phyllis Burdick / Keelyn Butler / Ram Chintapatla 

and Nirmala Nallani / Julia Cobb / Ethel Cole / Matt and Nancy Collett / Sylvia Conrad / JR and Terry Cornay / Bernard and Miriam Danzig / Sean Doyle / Mike Duster / Clarence Duster / Michael Dziuba / Caroline Evans / Ron 

Fertitta / Elliott and Deborah Fils / Bill Forni / Claudine Fournigault / Yao-Hsien and Ya-Li Fu / Elaine Gallus / Dea Gonzalez / Google Matching Gifts Program / Wylie and Janet Greig / Roberta Healy / Vonna Holz / Brenda 

Ikemoto / Sherry Jaunrubenis / JCPenney Corporation / Yiwei Jiang / Barbara Johnson / Donald and Ruth Johnston / Juan Cabrillo Middle School / Mary King / Elsie Kuhl / Alex and Mikal Kulesza / Doug Laird / Stephen and 

Cathleen Lencioni / Stuart and Jeanette Lerner / Jack and Nicole Lewis / Nancy Lochmoeller / R.J. and Theresa Madsen / Hilary Mark / Georgia McCall / Devin and Jillian Mehta / Rachel Michelberg / Judy Muhm / Arlyne 

Naeve / Frank Nesci / Chi Nguyen / Timothy Ogawa / Tomas Pacha / Amy Padilla / Mike Pavey / Kristie Pepsny / Joseph Quilici / Sharon Richards / Brad and Lori Risser / A. Rubnitz / Richard and Roberta Rudman / Silicon 

Valley American Payroll Association / William and Lorraine Smith / Regina Sommer / St. Joseph of Cupertino School / Stratford School / Peggy Tanger / Target Corporation / Dottie Thiel / Colleen and Caelin Tralongo / United 

Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania / Susan Weber / Ilysa Wertheimer / Lois Wightman / Julie Wilcox / Neng-tze Wong and Chloe Chiang / Mike and Deborah Wyllie

Community Partners:  Animal Assisted Happiness / Cupertino Rotary / HandsOn Bay Area / Santa Clara Chamber of Commerce / United Way Silicon Valley

Our best eff ort was made to include all PACE donors on this list.  We sincerely apologize for any names that may have inadvertently been omitted.  For a complete listing of our supporters and 
in-kind donations, please visit our website.



Pacifi c Autism Center for Education

PACE School & Admin
1880 Pruneridge Avenue

Santa Clara, CA 95050

408.245.3400

info@pacifi cautism.org

www.pacifi cautism.org

Sunny Days Preschool
897 Broadleaf Lane

San Jose, CA 95128

408.551.0312

preschool@pacifi cautism.org

Faces Behavioral Services
220 D Twin Dolphin Drive

Redwood City, CA 94065

650.622.9601

info@facesforkids.org
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Board of Directors (current):
Paul Lacy, President
Tom McGovern, Vice President
David Setti, Treasurer
Kurt Ohlfs, Secretary (non-voting)
Jeff  Fallick
Lisa Grisalin
Harry Lopez
Thomas Marchok
Debbie McCarroll
Sarah Mudgett

Executive Staff :
Kurt Ohlfs, Executive Director
Karen Kennan, Assistant Executive Director
Nancy Brown, Director of Finance
Barbara Johnson, Director of Human Resources
Janice Morreira, Residential Director 
Silvia Pinto, School Program Director 
Deborah McClellan, Marketing & Communication Manager
Rachel Palmer, Annual Fund Manager
Michelle Pedone, School Administrator

PACE’s mission is to enhance the lives of people impacted by autism, 
through innovation, exceptional education and compassionate care.


